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Funny Women Awards 2016

The search for Britain’s funniest femmes continues!

“I had just started stand-up comedy when I won the award, and loads has changed
since then. Funny Women provided me with lots of friends, advice, and exposure.”  

Katherine Ryan

The awards that definitively answered the question ‘are women funny?’ - the Funny
Women Awards - launch their fourteenth contest this month, with new 
categories and an exciting new venue for the final in September.

The Funny Women Awards have left a massive impression on the UK comedy 
scene. Previous winners and finalists include Bridget Christie, Zoe Lyons, Sara 
Pascoe and Katherine Ryan.  

The continued impact of the awards has been assisted by the sponsorship of 
Benefit Cosmetics who, with their motto ‘Laughter is the best cosmetic’, have 
been working with Funny Women since 2011. The Funny Women Awards are 
proud to have been supporting the national domestic violence charity Refuge for 
the last four years.

Since 2003 Funny Women has criss-crossed the country in search of the stars of 
tomorrow, seeing over 2500 contestants go through hundreds of heats. This year 
the awards will touch down in Dublin, Edinburgh, Manchester, London (with 
heats at venues including the pop-up, Good Ship Benefit - details below) and 
Brighton.

“This year’s awards are getting a refreshing makeover” explains Funny Women 
founder, Lynne Parker, “with regional finals replacing semi-finals, and the winners 
going on to a prestigious final at KOKO in London.  Each of the six Stage Award fi-
nalists will be mentored by an established comedian, with Sara Pascoe and Ellie 
Taylor among them.”

"I love women, I love funny ones the most and I’m so pleased to be part of some-
thing encouraging the new exciting generation as well as supporting the important

work of Refuge”
Sara Pascoe

In another change to the awards, Funny Women’s new ‘Best Show’ award will 
further highlight the awesome contribution that women now make to comedy. Re-
cent years at the Edinburgh Fringe have seen a 60+% increase in female comedi-
ans performing there, and that means a dramatic increase in the number of excel-
lent full-length solo shows by female comedians now touring the country.



“With an extra category and record breaking entries of the last couple of years, we 
are raising the bar even more this year” says Lynne Parker. “The regional finals for
the Stage Award gives us the opportunity to present even more great new female 
talent across the UK and Ireland, and the equal status of both the Comedy Writing 
and Comedy Shorts Award, alongside the Stage Award, is another important devel-
opment in terms of the competition. 2016 promises to be a very exciting year for fe-
male comedy.”

Registration is open for the awards now and deadlines are indicated below.
http://funnywomen.com/awards-registration/

The Funny Women Awards - categories

Stage Award

The Stage Award aims to find the best new comedy performer(s). The winner re-
ceives £2000 prize money and industry support for career development, including 
two fully supported shows.

Held up and down the UK, the heats start in April and go through all the way to the 
regional finals in July and August; the final takes place on September 28.  

This year Funny Women are delighted to announce that the final will be held at 
London’s celebrated KOKO (formerly the Camden Palace). The venue has seen 
some of the world’s best musicians perform on its stage from The Clash to Prince, 
and comedians from Monty Python to Katherine Ryan.

http://funnywomen.com/funny-women-awards/stage-award/
Deadline: Wednesday 1st June at midnight.

Comedy Writing Award

Entrants supply a treatment (of one or two sides of A4) and three sample scenes of 
a comedy script for television. The prize includes £2000, intensive mentoring and 
script optioning with award-winning production company, The Comedy Unit. 
http://www.comedyunit.co.uk

http://funnywomen.com/funny-women-awards/comedy-writing-award/
Deadline: Monday 15th August at midnight

Comedy Shorts Award

Entry requires a film of 1-3 minutes that can utilise any comedic discipline as long 
as it makes sense as a cohesive film. Winners receive £2000 and their film is pro-

http://funnywomen.com/awards-registration/
http://funnywomen.com/funny-women-awards/comedy-writing-award/
http://www.comedyunit.co.uk/
http://funnywomen.com/funny-women-awards/stage-award/


moted on YouTube and the Funny Women home page. It will also be featured on 
Huffington Post UK. Once again, industry expertise is also offered. 

http://funnywomen.com/funny-women-awards/comedy-shorts-award/
Closing date for entries is Wednesday 31st August 2016 at midnight. 

Best Show Award

A new category that has been created this year to recognise and reflect the bur-
geoning number of excellent full-length (an hour or more) shows from female come-
dians. The nominations are made by the public via Twitter hashtags, then Funny 
Women industry judges select a winner through the shortlist arrived at by the hash-
tag votes. The prize, in this case, is simply to raise more industry awareness of 
these shows.

A brief history of the awards

The Funny Women Awards were started in 2003, and have been the launchpad for 
numerous talented comedians, writers and short filmmakers including: Bridget 
Christie, Susan Calman, Katherine Ryan, Andi Soho, Sarah Pascoe, Zoe 
Lyons and Sarah Millican.

‘I highly recommend it, it’s a great place for women to hone their act’
Miranda Hart

‘I can’t wait to see what a great bunch of women this year produces’
Aisling Bea

Biography of Lynne Parker -  founder of Funny Women

http://funnywomen.com/funny-women-awards/comedy-shorts-award/


Lynne began her career as a journalist for magazines such as Harper’s & Queen. 
She set up her first PR consultancy aged 27, and was president of Women in PR 
from 2001-2003. As a reaction to the sexism of a comedy promoter, who told her 
that “women aren’t funny”, Lynne created Funny Women in 2002, with the first 
awards held a year later. 

Lynne is also a performance coach and public speaker and has received a number 
of awards including the NatWest Award for outstanding business success, and 
was named Women’s Champion by the Achievers Academy for Women. Mean-
while, Lynne has been featured on the Today Programme, Women’s Hour and BBC
Radio London. She writes regularly for The Guardian and The Huffington Post and 
has also been published in The Independent, among other publications.

2015 Stage Award Winner - Desiree Burch

Californian performer Desiree Burch carried off the 
Funny Women Award last year. After performing her 
first set at college, Burch left stand up simmering for a
while before it sizzled again over the last four years. 

Since win- ning Funny Women, Desiree has seen her one-woman 
show Tar Baby carry off critical plaudits both at the Edinburgh Festival and at the 
Vaults Festival in London.

Desiree says: “being a Funny Women winner has definitely been a 'foot-in-the-
door'. It's a well-respected institution and a caring community of loving, successful 
women who support each other in professional endeavours. I love being part of the 
legacy it leaves and hope to do it proud in the future.”

Find out more about Funny Women:

Images: a selection of former finalists and their websites: 
http://tinyurl.com/zh4mu4e
Website: http://funnywomen.com
Twitter: @funnywomen
Hashtag: #FWAwards2016

About Benefit Cosmetics
 
Quirky, glam and 100% gorgeous, Benefit Cosmetics is like a sweet shop for 
grown up girls! Founded in San Francisco in the 1970s, Benefit has made a name 
for itself by creating world-class, reputable products and services that offer simple 

http://funnywomen.com/
http://tinyurl.com/zh4mu4e


yet effective answers to everyday beauty dilemmas. Benefit Cosmetics has since 
grown in to one the largest premium makeup brands in the country and still don’t 
take themselves too seriously with their motto as ‘Laughter is the best cosmetic’. 
Benefit has been working with Funny Women since 2011 and soon after became 
the headline sponsor for the Funny Women Awards. With cult, award-winning prod-
ucts such as Benetint, Brow Zings and Hoola to global best sellers such as They’re 
Real & POREfessional the kitsch packaging and cheeky, feelgood product names 
put the fun back into makeup.
 
www.benefitcosmetics.com/uk

Further information on the Good Ship Benefit:

http://blog.benefitcosmetics.co.uk/2016/03/10/ahoy-benebabes-youll-never-guess-
whats-coming-this-april/

http://funnywomen.com/2016/03/11/aboard-good-ship-benefit-best-comedy-capital/

About Refuge

Refuge opened the world’s first refuge in West London in 1971. Since then it has 
grown to become the country’s largest single provider of specialist support to wom-
en and children escaping domestic violence and other forms of violence and abuse.
On any given day Refuge supports over 3,700 women and children experiencing 
domestic violence, sexual violence, female genital mutilation (FGM), forced mar-
riage, stalking, trafficking, prostitution and so-called ‘honour’ based violence. 

www.refuge.org.uk

Press & media contact:  
Julian Hall at Textual Healing PR
07810 486658
press@funnywomen.com 
textualhealingpr@gmail.com / @TextualHealing2
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